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Why is there a Conference of 
Western Attorneys General? 
• As an organization, NAAG has four regions, Northern, 

Southern, Midwestern and Western. 
• All U.S. States are a part of NAAG. 
• In addition to being a member of NAAG's regional group 

framework, the Attorneys General of the West have a 
separate organization, with a different funding base, a 
different Executive Committee and different areas of 
expertise than NAAG. 

• The two organizations have a close and respectful 
working relationship. 
 
 







CWAG Areas of Focus 
• CWAG's primary function is to provide a forum for chief legal 

officers of member states and jurisdictions to cultivate 
knowledge, cooperate on concerns and coordinate actions 
which improve the quality of legal services available to 
members.  

• CWAG focuses on common areas of interest to the west: 
• Water 
• Fish and Wildlife 
• Public Lands 
• Minerals 
• Environmental Protection 
• Native American Law 
• Native American Gaming Issues 



CWAG Activities 
• Annual Meeting 

• 2 ½ days of substantive programming each summer 
• WAGLAC – Western Attorneys General Litigation Action 

Committee 
• Litigation related to the environment, natural resources, public 

lands and Indian law 
• American Indian Law Deskbook 

• Updated annually 
• CWAG Roundup 

• Regular updates on relevant topics via electronic mailing list 



CWAG Activities 
• Chair Initiative 

• Annual conference on the topic selected by the CWAG Chair. 
• 2012: Anti-money laundering 
• 2011: Energy 
• 2010: Water Law 

• Border Environment Conference 
• Clean energy conference for US and Mexican border officials 

• Inquiries and Amicus Requests 
• Clearinghouse for member state questions 
• Distributes amicus requests to member states 

• NAAG Collaboration 
• Works closely with NAAG to encourage cooperation and avoid 

duplication of efforts 
 



2012 Chair Initiative 
Catherine Cortez Masto, CWAG Chair 

• Anti-Money Laundering Private-Public 
Partnership 
• Building on Rule of Law activities in 

Mexico 
• To fight Transnational Criminal 

Organizations 
• Specifically Mexican Cartels 
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2012 Chair Initiative 
AML Private-Public Partnership 
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2012 Chair Initiative 
AML Private-Public Partnership 



Why are U.S. Attorneys General 
concerned about Mexican 

transnational criminal 
organizations? 







U.S. map showing regional drug transportation corridors. 
 
Corridor A follows I-8 from southern California and goes east along I-10 until it reaches Florida. The northern 
part of the corridor begins along I-40 (California) and goes east until it reaches I-81 (Tennessee). From there 
the corridor heads northeast to I-66 (Maryland) and I-68 (Virginia). It also branches east from I-81 
(Tennessee) at I-26 (North Carolina). 
 
Corridor B begins in California between the U.S.-Mexico border and I-80. It follows I-15 from Mexico to 
Canada. A branch follows I-70 and I-80 to New York, New York, and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
 
Corridor C follows I-90 east from Seattle, Washington to Chicago, Illinois. It also branches at I-94 in Billings, 
Montana and ends at Chicago, Illinois. 
 
Corridor D follows I-5 north from San Diego, California to Blaine, Washington. 
 
Corridor E follows I-25 north from El Paso, Texas to Billings, Montana. 
 
Corridor F follows I-35 north from Laredo, Texas to Duluth, Minnesota. It encompasses area east to New 
Orleans, Louisiana and Chicago, Illinois. Other interstate highways within this corridor include I-10, I-30, I-37, 
I-39, I-44, I-45, I-49, I-55, I-70, and I-72. 
 
Corridor G follows I-75 north from Miami, Florida to Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. This north-south corridor 
also encompasses interstate highways west of I-75 including I-24, I-57, I-64, I-65, I-69, and I-74. At Chicago, 
Illinois, the corridor follows I-94 to Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
  
Corridor H follows the eastern seaboard north along I-95 from Miami, Florida to Houlton, Maine. It also 
encompasses area along I-81, I-87, and I-88 in New York; along I-89 and I-93 in New Hampshire; and all of 
Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut. 
 
Source: Federal, state, and local law enforcement data and reporting. 



2009 Street Gang Involvement in Drug Distribution 



Crime Guns Across State Lines SOURCE ATF data provided to Mayors Against Illegal Guns  
The Washington Post - Oct. 26, 2010 





What are U.S. Attorneys 
General doing about Mexican 

transnational criminal 
organizations? 



Conference of Western Attorneys General  
Alliance Partnership 

Strengthening Rule of Law in the Americas 
Fortaleciendo el Estado de Derecho en la Américas 

Alianza Estatal de la Conferencia de Procuradores Generales de 
Justicia de los Estados Occidentales 



State-to-State Connections 
De Estado a Estado 



CWAG Activities / Actividades 

AG-to-AG 
Exchanges Trainings 

Mentoring Consulting 

Contacts 



Additional Benefits / Beneficios Adicionales 

Increased Familiarity with Oral Advocacy System 
Mayor Conocimiento del Sistema Adversarial Oral 

International Professional Relationships 
Relaciones Profesionales Internacionales 

Distribution of Training Materials 
Difusión de Materiales para Capacitación 



Distance Learning / Aprendizaje a Distancia 

Access / Acceso 

Cost / Costos 

Sustainability /  
Sostenibilidad 



Key Successes and Highlights 
• Since the CWAG Alliance Partnership began capacity building 

trainings in 2008, over 12,000 members of the law enforcement 
and legal communities in Mexico have participated. 

 
 • Participants from all 31 states and the 

Federal District (D.F.) have received 
capacity training.  
 

• Additional professionals from the 
Mexican Federal Attorney General’s 
Office, Military Justice, State Supreme 
Courts, Universities, private legal 
training institutes, and Legislatures 
have been trained as well. 



How State AG’s can help 
• The CWAG Alliance Partnership welcomes prosecutors who are able 

to donate their time (through their offices) for any  of our 
programming. 
 

• The ideal Instructor: 
• Speaks Spanish 
• Has courtroom experience  
• Has teaching experience 
• Is willing to travel to Mexico  
• Is available for a one-week block of time 

 
 

 We often hear from prosecutors that they 
feel they learn as much as they teach, 
becoming better litigators in the process. 



Additional Resources 

• For more information on the CWAG Alliance Partnership, 
please visit www.cwagweb.org/AP. Contact information, 
course schedules and course materials can be accessed on 
this site. 
• Site Username: Alliance  
• Site Password: AP2009 
 

• Live streaming of the Distance Learning trainings is also 
available, in Spanish, during scheduled course times (listed 
under: Training information and Resources >> Upcoming 
Meetings) 

http://www.cwagweb.org/AP
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