
“Rebirth” of Macroseismic Intensity 

 

Earthquake intensities have been historically vital for 

characterizing historic earthquakes, for loss 

estimation, & for communicating risk. 

 

“Did You Feel It?”, ShakeMap, & other systems 

have recently brought back macroseismic intensity 

to public attention & use in the U.S.  
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One Decade: 1999-2009 

>1.6 Million Responses in 15,052 ZIP codes and 5983 Cities 



Ten Years of DYFI Data 

(~2 million responses) 

USGS National Seismic 

Hazard Map (2% in 50 Year 

Probability of Exceedence) 



2004-2009 

~200,000 Responses in 5983 Cities 
(outside US) 
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Celsi, Wolfinbarger, and Wald, 2004 

•  The end of the questionnaire allows space for 

unlimited first-person accounts. 

•  We have tens-of-thousands of such 

responses, many fascinating, ranging from 

comical to horrific. 

•  In addition to being catharitic, these 

earthquake experiences contain valuable data 

about how people perceive, prepare for, 

&respond to risk. 






